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  Rotary Club of Katherine                 SERVICE ABOVE SELF                   May  2014

Greetings Rotarians and Friends of Rotary 

Welcome to the May edition of the 
Newsletter of the Rotary Club of 
Katherine. The aim of our Club is to raise 
money in Katherine and return that 
money to oganisations and people who 
are in need.  

This newsletter will keep you in touch 
with our programs   

Triple Zero Concert: Our planning is 

continuing.  

 

The Triple Zero Show will be held at the 

Katherine Sports and Recreation Club on 

August 30th. We are increasing the 

audience capacity from 320 to 500. 

Members of the Police, Fire & Emergency 

Services and the Health Department are 

busy practising their acts. Every cent that 
we raise will be donated to the 
establishment of the Katherine Cancer 
Working Group to help in the 

establishment and running costs of the 

chemotherapy chair.  

The Triple Zero Show is a success because 

it is well supported by punters and our very 

generous sponsors.  

Our sponsors and fellow fund-raising 

organisations include the Bendigo Bank, 

Woolworths, Tony Adams (The Thirsty 

Camel and Big Bargain Bottleshop), 

Woolworths, Joyce Adams and Jane 

Eastburn.  

New sponsors:  This month TTF (Trans 
Territory Food) has come on board as a 

sponsor and has donated 250 ice creams 

that we will sell after the main meal. And we 

have been negotiating with Charles Darwin 
University for the sound and light 

component and the printing of posters, 

tickets and the program. The contemporary 

music department at Casuarina under the 

leadership of Cal Williams has confirmed 

that he and his students will organise the 

equipment and the manpower to control the 

sound part . He is looking at getting one of 

the leading indigenous bands in the area 

involved as well. CDU Katherine campus 
has generously decided to cover the $1000 

printing costs. The Katherine Club has 

donated 2 x $50 meal vouchers and 



2 

DRV4LYF Driving School has donated 

$1000 worth of driving lessons through a 

DrivesafeNT program. 

If you would like to be sponsor or would like 

to contribute in any way, please contact the 

Show Director: 

christine.sutherland@nt.gov.au.$360 worth 

of driving lessons. 

Electric Car Project:  Jim Bitossi and Don 

Smith have taken on the responsibility for 

building our first electric powered car. 

Watch this space 

. 

G-Whizz: The Rotarians voted to offer the 

use of the Rotary Park for Jim and Sue’s 

Skills Committee initiative to offer non-

accredited training/project work to citizens 

and other interested people. Chris is in 

negotiation with an organisation willing to 

donate 6-8 laptop computers for this 

initiative. The G-Whizz committee toured 

the Rotary Park on the 28th May and could 

see potential for their aspirations.  

Showground Rotary Pavilion makeover:  
No progress as yet. We need volunteers to 
sand and paint the building. The grant 

from Katherine Town Council will cover 

most of the materials and hire of equipment. 

BBQ Trailer – Our application to Westpac 

Bank Community Foundation grant for a 

BBQ trailer has not been successful. 

Rotary Park:   We have found a supplier for 

rubber headed putters and we have 

purchased 30. The mini golf puttputt is a 

fantastic achievement by local businesses 

and Rotarians, but it really needs an 

upgrade. We are thinking sculptures for the 

holes? Any budding sculptors out there? 

Here is an example - 

 

The plans to revive the Road Safety Centre 

are proceeding. Power Projects and 
Benash are exploring the installation of 

traffic lights. Rotarians will refresh the white 

lines and look at obtaining road signs. We 

are about to purchase some strider bicycles 

and we are in negotiation with the Road 

Safety Centre of the NT. Jim and Don are 

starting work on the electric car project. Our 

aim is to have a fleet of these little cars that 

can be driven by children up to 6 years of 

age. The idea is that families and schools 

could teach young children some basic road 

safety and the children would learn through 

having FUN. We are thinking that it might be 
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a good idea to rent out the cars at 

weekends for use in the fun park. Perhaps 

even instigate an under 6 year old Grand 

Prix with prizes that under 6 year olds like 

  What would that be?  Ideas welcome. 

But why limit the fun to 6 years olds???  We 

are exploring cars for bigger kids, and 

adults who want to be kids . We have the 

plans for a Jeep powered by 1 or 2 12 volt 

electric motors .  We have also sourced 

plans for a Landrover powered by a 

lawnmower engine. We have included a 

colouring in picture of our future project jeep 

for your kids to colour in. Most jeeps are 

green, which is a great colour, but we want 

a design that incorporates our Rotary logo.  

Best colouring in wins a prize of $10 

donated by our members. Winner will be 

announced next month. 

Guests at our May meetings: We 

welcomed Rob Lutter. Rob is a 

photographer and he was riding home from 

work one day, in London, when he thought 

to himself  “I think I’ll ride to Australia.” And 

here he is. He set off in 2011 to cycle the 

30,000 kilometres around the world solo & 

unsupported. His adventure is to fundraise 

for two mental health organisations - OCD-

UK & Mind. These provide help for people 

suffering from all type of mental health 

issues from depression, OCD 

& schizophrenia. He’s landed on his feet in 

Katherine and is taking a well-earned break 

acting as an electrician’s trade assistant. 

Find him at http://thelifecycle.roblutter.com/  

 

And (Chevallier) Maurice McKinnon told us 

about his long association with the Order of 

St John of Jerusalem. We were fascinated 

by the history, the regalia and the good 

works that they do. Maurice is an 

accountant based in Sydney but he has 

clients in the NT and visits the NT three 

times a year. 

 

 

Wheelchairs for Kids: Following the very 

generous donation of $15,000 by Katherine 
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Region based Bill and Eileen Doyle to the 

Wheelchairs for Kids project that we are 

supporting, we extend congratulations to the 

Boab Caravan Park. They have a collecting 

tin and have raised $102 in the past six 

months. This is enough to construct and 

send a wheelchair to a disabled kid. This 

will make such a world of difference to him 

or her. Congratulations Boab Caravan Park. 

If you would like to host a collecting tin, 

please contact the secretary. 

Katherine Cancer Group: The desks for 

the new KCWG office are being stored at 

the Rotary Park. The office is being 

prepared at the Government Centre. 

Upcoming events:   

Territory Day 30th June.  

We will be cooking steak and sausage 

sandwiches. We need volunteers. 

Change Over Dinner: 28th June 

The new committee takes over the running 

of the Rotary Club of Katherine. We 

welcome Chris Dixon as our new President 

and continuing Secretary, Pamela Dixon 

returns as treasurer. Directors are Don 

Smith (Service Manager); Bob Mackie 

(Community Service);  Christine Sutherland 

(Triple Zero); John Leo (International); Col 

Beach (Vocational). 

District Governor will be visiting 4 

July. We will organise a special dinner 

meeting. 

Meetings: Remember we now meet on 

the first and third Monday of each month.  

 

Rotary and our Club: 

All members of the Rotary Club of Katherine 

extend a warm welcome to you. 

Belonging to a worthwhile organisation, 

which enables us to serve the community 

locally and internationally and build 

friendships amongst our members, is a 

privilege which all members of the Rotary 

Club of Katherine value. 

Rotary acknowledges no distinction of race, 

religion, nation or political persuasion. All 

Rotarians are equal members of one 

fellowship. 

Our Club was chartered in 1977 and has 

continued to be involved in many exciting 

and rewarding Youth, Community, 

International and Vocational Service 

Projects. Our major fundraising efforts 

include the Katherine Races, Territory Day , 

Katherine Show, Triple Zero Show, Women 

of the World Conference and our Rotary 

Family Fun Park. We are always looking for 

opportunities for fund-raising opportunities.  

We donate These include fostering 

opportunities for both disadvantaged and 

talented students, purchase of equipment 
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for health organisations in Katherine, 

support for families in need,  

We have donated money to Frontier 

Services, Golden Globe, Fire Services, 

YMCA, Legacy; Variety Club, Kintore Street 

School; Year 12 Katherine students going to 

university, Katherine Hospital, St John’s 

Ambulance and many local families. We 

support international projects in Nepal, 

Wheelchairs for Kids and Polio. 

As a Rotarian, our fellow members accept 

that each of us will serve diligently in our 

club, our vocation and in the cause of 

international understanding, goodwill and 

peace. In return Rotary offers rich rewards 

of friendship and fulfilment to those who 

offer their own friendship and service. 
 

Rotarians 

Bob Mackie Don Smith 

John Leo Christine Sutherland 

Pamela Dixon Chris Dixon 

Col Beach Glenn Bird 

The Rotary Club is run by volunteers and 

supported by our sponsors & Friends of 
Rotary, Without our Friends we would  

struggle to be the effective fundraiser we are. 

Friends are invited  

Friends of Rotary 

Edith Mackie Di Leo 

Shirley Smith Mal & Di Trattles 

Ian & Chris 

Winstanley 

John & Kerry 

Alderson 

Kevin & Gail South Patrick & Sue 

Carmody 

Chris, Sue & Margot 

Faulkner 

Geoff & Priscilla 

Rowland 

Roy Smith Lee Singe 

Craig & Debbie 

Lambert 

Tony & Joyce 

Adams 

Bill & Eileen Doyle   

 

Sponsors of the Puttputt Golf at the Park 

Knott’s Crossing 

Resort 

The Wyatt family 

Onsite Refrigeration Mac’s Hire 

Beresford Industries Katherine Hotel & 

Motel 

Kevin & Julie 

Sneddon 

Beaurepairs 

Errol’s Auto Electrics Nighthawk Couriers 

Terrace Emporium PAWA Social Club 

Kumbidgee Lodge Roney Family 

Elders & Pftizner’s 

Insurance 

Jones Meat Mart 

Mike & Ann Reed AMC Refrigeration 

 

Of the things we think, say or do 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
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Want to receive a regular newsletter by 
email or you DON’T want to receive this 
newsletter – then please send a request 
to the Newsletter secretary: 
secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com 

 

NEWS FROM OUR REGION 
Rotary Club of Nhulunbuy:  will be 

holding their annual cricket tournament on 

the Queens birthday weekend in June (7/8 

June). This year they will have Jeff 

Thompson and Lenny Pascoe coming as 

special guests!! Same format as last year, 

teams of 8 players (you can have more than 

8 but can only play each game with 8 

selected players) in a round robin to play off 

for a substantial cash prize! They will have a 

function on Saturday night (venue TBA) and 

Sunday night will be a sportsman / 

presentation night at the Walkabout Hotel. 

This year they will also try to include some 

junior games depending on the interest. So 

please register your team by emailing your 

team list to muldoons.n.t@bigpond.com  

This year they will be charging per player 

(not per team as they did last year) The fee 

is yet to be decided but most likely will 

include your entry into both functions. Help 

support Rotary but putting in a team and 

also enjoying a great weekend of cricket in 

beautiful Nhulunbuy!! Last year’s winning 

cricket team won $6000! 

You can see a youtube video of last year’s 

cricket tournament at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvrF6jM

YmS0  

For more information contact Stephanie at 

Stephanie.freeman@pacificaluminium.com.

au  
 

Next meeting: 

2nd June and 16th June 


