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Changeover Dinner 
We held our 41st annual Changeover Dinner last 

week at Knott’s Crossing Resort. We welcomed 

about 40 local guests as well as the new District 

9550 District Governor of Rotary International, Ida 

Portella.  

During the course the evening, outgoing president 

Christopher Dixon gave a report on his two years as 

president, listing all the positive things that the Club 

has achieved and identifying projects that have not 

yet been achieved. He handed the role over to John 

Leo. This will be John’s fourth term as president. 

 

Ida Portella, the new DG is touring the district that 

she governs. District 9550 covers an area of 1.2 

million square kilometres across most of the Northern 

Territory, northern Queensland and Timor-Leste. It 

has over 1000 members in 45 clubs, including an 

online club, in over 27 cities and towns. Ida is an 

enthusiastic Rotarian from Mareeba in Queensland, 

and is co-director of travel experience.com.au, a 

boutique travel business with offices in Atherton and 

Mareeba located on the Atherton Tablelands in North 

Queensland. Ida came with her husband John 

Stockwell, a policeman. 

Ida and John were delighted to be able to induct a 

new member into the Club – Sandra Nelson. 

Sandra brings our numbers up to 10. In the short 

time that she has been in the NT her face has 

become well known in the Katherine region. 

Her photo is scattered throughout the area as she is 

standing for the NT parliament.  

Sandra and her family left Timor in 1975 at the height 

of the civil war, and were granted permanent 

residency in Australia in 1977. The family first settled 

in Sydney before Sandra moved to the Territory in 

2012. Sandra has a 15-year old son and her partner, 

Iain, is a GP in remote Aboriginal health centres.  

 

In order for a service club to survive we need 

members.It’s not easy to get dedicated people who 

are willing to give up their time to help their 

community and have to pay to belong. Thanks 

Sandra. 
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So the new committee has taken over and we are 

looking forward to raising the profile of the club in the 

Katherine region.  

You will see us at the Katherine races next weekend 

(6 August) selling programs. We hope to be able to 

muster volunteers for the market. And remember we 

do the best BBQ meals, and all the proceeds help the 

community. 
Below: Ida, District Governor and John Leo, incoming president 

 

 

Ride to the Other Side 
Dinner dance great success 

 

 

The tent was almost full at the Katherine Country 

Club where the Rotary Club of Katherine hosted a 

dinner dance to farewell the Ride to the Other Side 

riders. 

Ride to the Other Side is a project by the Rotary 

Club of Armidale to raise money for Rotary Health. 

This was the start of their fifth leg – Katherine to 

Perth riding their Hustler Super Z ride-on mower.  

We were serenaded by Moonshadow, an entertaining 

duo who played a variety of music that included pop 

and country rock. Revellers took to the dance floor 

and it was illuminating to see Ken Beresford of 

Katherine Towing dancing up a storm with a different 

girl for every dance!!! 

The money that we have raised will be split between 

Rotary Mental Health and the Katherine South All 

Abilities Swing Set. 
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