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  Rotary Club of Katherine                 SERVICE ABOVE SELF         September 2014
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  OCTOBER 20 & NOVEMBER 3

Presidents Report 
September was the last busy month for the Rotary 

Club. We had the Women of the World Conference 

on the weekend 12-14 September. In the same 

month we catered at the Tindal Twilight Fair. Catered 

is probably the wrong word as we trialed out our 

doughnut-making machine and gave away 200 

doughnuts. 

As President, I have two goals. The Rotary Club of 

Katherine is a wonderful organisation. I doubt that 

anyone in town would disagree. But when I took over 

as President in July, we had only 8 members. 8 

people to shoulder the work of raising more than 

$50,000 a year means a lot of work on the shoulders 

of the 8. And 3 of these 8 have been putting the 

community first for a very long time – you would all 

know that Bob Mackie, John Leo and Don Smith 

have been Rotarians since the last century!!! 8 

people are not enough.  Luckily we have a dedicated 

group of Friends of Rotary – you will see them 

appear in the photos in the monthly newsletters. We 

really couldn’t continue without our Friends. A big 

thank you to you all.  

So my first aim is to grow the membership.  

The most valuable asset of the Rotary Club of 

Katherine is Rotary Family Fun Park. There can’t be  

many service clubs that have had the foresight to 

acquire a block of land and turn it into a community 

asset. Past Rotarians (Rotarians in the last century) 

had that vision .. and the Rotary Fun Park was born. 

It was built by the sweat of volunteers and the 

generosity of Katherine businesses. We will be 

putting together a history of the Park, but I must 

include a few old pics.  

My second aim as President is to put the FUN 

back into the Fun Park.  
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But how to put the FUN back into the Fun Park?  
When it was built there were no mobile phones, no 

internet, no play stations. Life was so much simpler 

then. How can we attract families to our Fun Park? 

Our aims are to bring the green back to the Park.  

•   The water is going back on.  

•   The road safety centre will be restored  

•   We are building and buying pedal cars  

•   We have new golf clubs  

•   The mini golf will be given a new face – 

we need sculptors.  

 

 
But if any of you out there have any ideas, we would 

accept any and all ideas. As President I would love 

to see some junk sculptures that could be built into 

 

each golf hole. They would be a testament to the 

sculptor and be there forever! 

Chris Dixon - President/Secretary 

Women of the World Conference 
We set up our marquee and BBQ units. Like last 

year we bought a swag of exotic sausages and 

delicious steak. But unlike last year, the clientele 

were not meat-eating Territorians or overseas 

visitors who wanted to taste our exotic carnivous 

treats. This year, the visitors preferred vegetarian 

food, sushi and curry. So at the next event we will 

diversify our offerings to cater to all types of clients – 

meat eaters and vegetarians.  

Although we didn’t take in as much as last year, we 

raised $1000 that will go into the Phillipa Walters 

Bursary Award. This Award gives a young person 

$3000 towards their first year at University. It enables 

them to buy things like a laptop computer and the all 

important books and stationery.  

This year’s recipient was Alan Bennett, who is now 

studying for a Bachelor of Engineering.  

We are actively seeking young people who are 

planning on going to Uni in 2015. If you know anyone 

in this position, please let them know about the 

bursary. We can be contacted at 

secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com.  

 

 
Pictured above – left to right: Jim Bitossi, Pasquale 

Detwiller, Glenn Bird, Shawn Soundron, Alex Barker, 

Chris Dixon, Pamela Dixon 
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Twilight Fair 

We set up our stall at the Twilight Tindal community 

event. We tried out our new doughnut maker – and 

gave away about 200 doughnuts. Everyone said they 

were delicious. So we will try selling them at the 

Christmas Street Party. 

Below: Pamela, Roy and Bob – expert donut makers 

 

Rotary Family Fun Park 
Work has been continuing at the Rotary Family Fun 

Park. The Rotary Club has adopted the two elders 

from the Church of Latter Day Saints – Jo and 

Preston. They have been outfitted with the necessary 

PPE and have been helping Bob Mackie and Jim 

Bitossi with cutting down trees, dismantling timber 

pallets donated by a local builder and drawing the 

lines on the ply for the Model A pedal car. 

Road Safety Centre at the Rotary 
Park 
Before the flood of 1998, our road safety-centre was 

a popular place to take kids for road safety education 

classes. But the facility was decimated in 1998, and 

the cost of restoring the centre has been prohibitive 

until now. However we have been lucky enough to 

receive a small grant from the Rotary District 9550 

for $1000. This will help purchase traffic lights and 

signage.  We hope to have the centre ready by 

Christmas. 

Your president has been in touch with the Road 

Safety Council of the NT and they have offered to 

provide educational material.  

 

Castle Hire 
he jumping castle and the “ochre-card carrying castle 

keeper” (OCcCK) brought joy to children and adults 

alike. Last month it was hired by the family for a 

birthday party. We set it up in the back garden. The 

kids had a ball and the parents could relax knowing 

their children were well looked after by the OCcCK.  

The castle and it’s keeper can be hired for $60 an 

hour  

 
Above: Kids having fun. Below: The OCcCK  
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New Rotarians 
I had the honour of welcoming Marina Cullen and 

David Shemmell of OAMPS into the welcoming arms 

of the Rotary Club of Katherine.  

David started an insurance agency in Brisbane and 

just recently took up the opportunity to do rural 

insurance, and this has brought him to Katherine. 

OAMPS was one of the largest Australian companies 

and is now owned by Arthur Gallagher (American). 

David is in a leadership role in the business. The 

business offers all commercial and personal 

insurance. Outside of work, David’s hobbies include 

playing music. 

 

 

And our youngest member is Marina. It’s wonderful 

to have some fresh blood  

 

Marina, unlike David, has lived in Katherine 

since she was 10 years old. After leaving school 

she had a few jobs. She started working at 

OAMPS and was on the front desk. Currently 

she holds the role of personal lines executive. 

Marina hit the ground running and is Rotary’s 

representative for the reinstated Katherine 

Street Party, which will be held on December 

4th. 

We all extend a very warm welcome to both 

of you.  

G Wiz Inc  
G Wiz Inc is based at the Rotary Family Fun Park  
and it is a learning co-operative designed to bring 

alternative learning opportunities to all ages. We are 

a self-help and non-profit organisation encouraging 

members to share many educational, creative and 

leisure activities. 

By drawing on the skills and interests of its members, 

G Wiz Inc will tap the huge resource of skills and 

experience which exists among mature-aged people 

and which is largely ignored in the wider community.  

Its overall aim is to provide people with both the 

stimulus of mental activity and the continuing 

contribution to society.  

Classes will be commencing soon.  

Expressions of interest are invited for people who 

would like to learn skills in the following courses:  

• iPads for Seniors  

• Fancy writing for your Christmas cards  

• Introduction to personal computers  

• Making outdoor furniture 

If we get the numbers, classes will commence in 

November.  
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Pedal Car Project: 

The pedal car project has diversified We now have 8 

businesses that have offered sponsorship. We will  

insert the finished sponsored cars in every 

newsletter. Plus sponsors names will be mounted at 

the Rotary Family Fun Park. In our deep appreciation 

to our sponsors we will answer send them a 

certificate of appreciation, signage on the car, 

mention in each newsletter, a link on our website and 

our deep appreciation   

We are now able to offer sponsors a choice of three 

options. 

Option 1 – the bare bones racer. For $250, 

sponsors will have their logo attached to the back of 

the racer. These pedal cars are bought from a 

wholesaler down south. The advantage of this model 

is that the cars will be ready for the Katherine Street 

Party. 

 

 
 

Option 2 – the Model A heirloom van. For $400, 

these solidly constructed pedal cars should last a 

lifetime. We have the plans. They are constructed 

from marine ply and steel. But they do take time to 

build. Jim Bitossi is the design engineer and he is 

aided by Rotarians, interested community volunteers, 

members of G Wiz and the elders of the Mormon 

Church. The truck can be run in a number of modes 

– a covered van, with your logo painted on the side, 

a ute or a car. And the modes can be changed in just 

a few minutes using a screwdriver.  

Imagine your logo all over this van!!!  

 

Option 3 – the classic Bugatti Type 35. For $400, 

this Pedal Bugatti is a racer for all ages! In this case, 

perhaps the younger ages, but the wonderful lines of 

the full-size Bugattis are rolling pieces of sculpture 

which are pretty much timeless! This Pedal Bugatti 

tries to capture a little of this style with elements from 

the Type 35's, a bit of Type 59, and a little of bit of 

some others. It's a classic racer, ready to hit the 

track when speed-minded youngsters jump in! The 

body of the Pedal Bugatti is largely aluminum (as a 

proper racer should be!), with structural elements of 

plywood and lumber. The iconic Bugatti Type 35-

style wheels are made of plywood for ease-of-

construction while keeping a good visual style.  

What a beautiful looking car!!! 
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Upcoming events:   
Handover of $48,000  

20 October Knotts Crossing Resort  
At the next Rotary Club meeting we will have the 

pleasure of handing over $48,000 to a representative 

of the Katherine Cancer Working Group.  

This money has come from you ... the generous 

people of Katherine. Through the sale of tickets, 

donations, auction items, bequests and other 

avenues, we have raised the money to set up an 

information office at the Government Centre. Now, 

anyone with problems, worries or people just 

needing advice can visit the information officer.  

Everyone is welcome to the meeting ... and visitors 

can have a special Knotts Crossing Rotary dinner at 

only $12.50 a head. Plus a free glass of port. And of 

course, the fellowship of Rotarians.  

Katherine Street Party 
4 December 
The Katherine Chamber of Commerce is organising 

the first Katherine Christmas Street Party for many 

years. 

Long term Katherine residents may remember the 

street party that stopped the town. The Katherine 

Terrace was blocked, we had snow courtesy of the 

Fire Brigade and one time we had a jumping Santa – 

jumping out of an aeroplane and hitting the Terrace 

running. Sadly he ran into the safety rope and some 

kids were hurt. 

Sue Jones for the Chamber has gathered a 

committee of keen organisers and will be contacting 

businesses in the very near future. 

We are in negotiation with the commitee to take over 

the end of Giles Street between the traffic lights and 

Railway Terrace. We will be turning this into a mini 

racing track. Bring the kids and let them loose on our 

pedal cars. There will be a cost for hiring the cars. 

Close by the track our hardworking Rotarians and 

Friends of Rotary will be selling mango smoothies 

and doughnuts. 

All proceeds will go towards the Phillipa Walters 

Bursary – that is $3000 to a Katherine year 12 

student heading to university. 

The next newsletter will have a story about the 

Katherine Street Party. 

Rotary in Katherine  
All members of the Rotary Club of Katherine extend 

a warm welcome to you.  

Our major fundraising efforts include the Katherine 

Races, Territory Day, WOW Conference, Katherine 

Show and the Triple Zero Show. The jewel in our 

crown is the Rotary Family Fun Park near Clyde 

Fenton School.  

We have donated money to Frontier Services, 

Golden Globe, Fire Services, YMCA, Legacy; Variety 

Club, Kintore Street School; Year 12 Katherine 

students going to university, Katherine Hospital, St 

John’s Ambulance and many local families.  

We support international projects in Nepal, 

Wheelchairs for Kids and Polio Eradication. In 2014 

our focus is directed to the Katherine Cancer 

Working Group.  

As a Rotarian, our fellow members accept that each 

of us will serve diligently in our club, our vocation and 

in the cause of international understanding, goodwill 

and peace. In return Rotary offers rich rewards of 

friendship and fulfilment to those who offer their own 

friendship and service.  

 

Meetings: 

Remember we now meet on the first and third  

Monday of each month..  

Next meetings Oct 20 & Nov 6  
 

 


