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  Rotary Club of Katherine                 SERVICE ABOVE SELF                   July  2014
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  AUGUST 5 & 18 

Welcome to the July edition of the Newsletter of 
the Rotary Club of Katherine. The aim of our Club 

is to raise money in Katherine and return that 

money to organisations and people who need it.  

This newsletter will keep you in touch with our 

programs   

Katherine Show:  

 

Pamela and Di 

The Katherine Show was a successful event. We 

started cooking at 6:30am with bacon and egg 

sandwiches – the carnival people and cowboys were 

our happy customers. By 11am we were into the 

steak sandwiches, sausage sandwiches and chips. 

By the end of Friday we had sold out of steaks (2 

days worth!). Many thanks to Jones Meat Mart for 

preparing another 150 steaks on the Saturday …. 

even though they were shut!! And we sold out of 

those by 3pm Saturday. Loads of people came back 

and told us they were the BEST STEAKS. We can’t 

give you the results because not all the bills have 

come in yet. But the profits have gone towards 

funding the Phillipa Walters Bursary Award. 

The event was a success because of the 

incomparable efforts of our Show Catering Manager 

– Edith Mackie, who looked for the best bargains in 

the weeks before the show.  

And to the Rotarians who cooked and served – Bob 

Mackie, Chris and Pamela Dixon, Glenn Bird, John 

Leo and Don Smith. Also a big thanks to our Friends 

of Rotary – Pasquale Detwiller, Di Leo and Alan 

Bennett for their help as well. Not forgetting the 

Friends of Rotary who helped in the background – 

Slug and Chris for loads of ice. Jones Meat Mart, 

Katherine Fruit and Veg and Mitre10. 

Phillipa Walters Bursary Award: 

We handed over the second cheque of the Bursary 

to Alan Bennett. The Bursary was founded by Brian 

Walters in memory of his wife, Phillipa. Every year 

Rotarians raise $3000 to give to a student who is 

heading to University. This year we gave the $3000 

to Alan Bennett. Alan is studying for a degree in 

engineering at Flinders University. 

The cheque was handed over to Alan at the Rotary 

Park. He also received a certificate of competency as 

an assistant sausageologist, assistant steakologist 

and onionologist from Master Chef Bob Mackie, 

together with a lovely pair of chrome-plated tongs. 
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Kids’ Car Project: 

We have started making our first car … and we are 

starting with a simple one – the electric cars will 

come later.  

We have the plans for a Model A Ford. We have 

bought the plywood and the steel poles, and Luke 

Haddow from MR Engineering is looking at 

upgrading the stub axle set up. 

 

These wonderful little cars are pedal-driven. The 

design is pretty old – they appeared in Practical 

Mechanics magazine  in 1964. But they are strong 

and solid and will give kids hours of fun. Our aim is to 

build a small fleet of them.  

The cars will be available for use at the Rotary 

Family Fun Park, and we are looking at ways we can 

incorporate the cars into future fund-raising activities. 

Interested in having your name or logo 

emblazoned onto one of these little cars?  

They will be used at the Park, at parties and 

other venues. Become a sponsor. Contact 

the secretary at 

secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com 

 

Four businesses in town have already pledged funds 

which will bear their advertising on the side. Thanks 

to Power Projects, DRV4LYF, Jones Meat Mart and 

Money-Spider Conveyancing. We are always looking 

for more sponsors! 

 

 

 G-Wiz:  

The G Wiz group will be holding their next 

meeting at the Rotary Park on the 7th August 

at 5:30pm.   

G Wiz has two arms – the Community Shed 

(like a man’s shed but is open to anyone) and 

the training/recreation side.  

Community shed:  Rotary has been investigating 

possible funding sources. We have approached the 

Rotary Foundation for help with hand tools. We have 

also asked Bendigo Bank to help us with some 

power tools. Algernon Sidney a famous Englishman 

said “God helps those who help themselves.” So we 

have been asking the community for help and we 

have been loaned a drill press (Bob Mackie), a table 

saw and a reciprocating saw (Chris Dixon). The 

workshop is almost ready to begin operations. 

The training/ recreation arm doesn’t need as much 

equipment. We already have a table, and chairs. Liz 

Williams at CDU Jabiru is about to donate 6 

laptop computers. Training courses will be 

advertised soon.  
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Changeover dinner 

We held our changeover dinner on the 4th July and 

we were graced with the presence of the District 

Governor Moorthy Karuna and his wife Kapalini 

gave interesting speeches. 

John Leo, outgoing president gave his report and 

announced the winner of the Rotarian of the Year. 

We were all delighted to learn that Pamela Dixon 

was that recipient. John cited Pamela’s handling of 

the finances over the past two years.  

 

Then John called up the new president – me! I was 

given the collar (bearing all the previous presidents), 

shook hands with John and Moorthy and took over 

the reigns of President. 

After Show BBQ 

An “after the Katherine Show BBQ” was held on 

Sunday 27 July at the Rotary Park for Rotarians and 

Friends of Rotary. Bob cooked up his famous pizzas. 

Bill and Jo cooked steaks and sausages. It was a 

merry evening and the President thanked everyone 

for their input into the show. 

It was a huge and wonderful surprise when Chris 

Faulkner arrived with an antique pedal car and 

told us he was donating it to the Pedal Car 

Project. What a wonderful present. Words cannot 

describe our amazement.  

 

This old pedal car is truly an antique and an 

heirloom, although it will need a complete 

restoration. Imagine the thousands of hours this car 

has given kids over the years. In fact even though 

this one doesn’t go, look at the enjoyment on 

Savannah’s face  

 

Looks like a job for the G Wiz team.  
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BBQ Trailer 

We put in for two grants to see if we could get a BBQ 

trailer, but we were unlucky, so we have purchased a 

great little trailer from Chris and Margot Faulkner that 

will become the base for our own unique catering 

trailer. It is no stranger to catering. 

We will get our collective heads together to build in a 

BBQ plate, a coolbox and options for preparing 

mango puries, doughnuts and/or hotdogs. Look for 

us in 2015 at the Saturday morning market, or book 

us for an event. We can cook and entertain the kids 

with a jumping castle (comes with an ochre card-

carrying professional castle keeper) and in the future 

we will have pedal/electric cars too! 

 

Upcoming events:   

Women of the World Conference. 

We will be cooking steak sandwiches and offering 

those exotic sausages that we sold last time – camel, 

kangaroo and buffalo. And mango puries.  We need 

some volunteers 

G Wiz:  Got time on your hands? Want to use 

a workshop? Want to know how to use a 
computer, surf the net, do internet banking? 

Interested in learning a language or Vietnamese 

cooking? Then come along and find out what G 

WIZ is all about. Rotary Park August 7th at 5pm 

Triple Zero Show: Only one month till 

the best of local talent strut their stuff. 

 

Rotary and our Club: 

All members of the Rotary Club of Katherine extend 

a warm welcome to you. 

Belonging to a worthwhile organisation, which 

enables us to serve the community locally and 

internationally and build friendships amongst our 

members, is a privilege which all members of the 

Rotary Club of Katherine value. 

Rotary acknowledges no distinction of race, religion, 

nation or political persuasion. All Rotarians are equal 

members of one fellowship. 

Our Club was chartered in 1977 and has continued 

to be involved in many exciting and rewarding 

projects.  

Our major fundraising efforts include the Katherine 

Races, Territory Day, WOW Conference, Katherine 

Show and the Triple Zero Show. 

We have donated money to Frontier Services, 

Golden Globe, Fire Services, YMCA, Legacy; Variety 

Club, Kintore Street School; Year 12 Katherine 

students going to university, Katherine Hospital, St 

John’s Ambulance and many local families. We 

support international projects in Nepal, Wheelchairs 

for Kids and Polio Eradication. In 2014 our focus is 

directed to the Katherine Cancer Working Group. 

As a Rotarian, our fellow members accept that each 

of us will serve diligently in our club, our vocation and 

in the cause of international understanding, goodwill 

and peace. In return Rotary offers rich rewards 
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of friendship and fulfilment to those who offer their 

own friendship and service. 

Rotary Foundation Segment: 
Did you know that THE ROTARY FOUNDATION is 

Rotary International’s only charity? 

Did you know that Personal Giving to the Rotary 

Foundation is tax deductible via THE AUSTRALIAN 

ROTARY FOUNDATION TRUST? 

Want to receive a regular newsletter by email or 

you DON’T want to receive this newsletter – then 

please send a request to the Newsletter 
secretary: secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com 

Meetings:  

Remember we now meet on the first and third 

Monday of each month. If the Monday is a public 

holiday we will meet on the following day – the 

Tuesday. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  AUG 5 & 18

 

 

Posted on behalf of Rotary Club of Darwin North 

 

Darwin’s first ever jazz festival sees 
musicians, singers and performers from 
across Australia converge in a 
spectacular tropical setting to celebrate 
jazz from around the world. 

Kick back on the lawns of Darwin’s favourite 
outdoor venue in the lush, botanic gardens 
and indulge in a sweet and sexy blend of jazz 
styles, including fusion, soul, trad, funk, 
swing and big band. 

James Morrison and his Big Band to play 
in Darwin on Saturday 13 September at Jazz 
on the Green at the Amphitheatre. 

Get tickets on line at 
http://www.jazzonthegreen.net.au/ or from 
the Darwin Entertainment Centre 
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Katherine’s Triple Zero Show: 

 

Only one month till the best of local talent strut their stuff. 
The actors are rehearsing hard and the show is shaping up to be spectacular.  

Tickets will sell fast. 
Every cent that we make from this show will be devoted to the Katherine Cancer Working 

group to establish a cancer information office and a chemotherapy chair. 
Look out for more details in the paper and Facebook 

(https://www.facebook.com/000concertkatherine?ref_type=bookmark)  

 
 


