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Due to the high pressure of work and the lack of time in my life i am changing Crocodilus to a monthly 
publication that will be emailed to all members and will be available at the meetings.

July was a very busy month for our small but dedicated bunch of Rotarians. We provided catering at the 
International Meeting for the Aero Club, for Territory Day and the Katherine Show. 

At the Aero Club competition we were extremely well prepared for the event, but sadly, the event was not well 
attended by the Katherine community. And it will be the community’s loss, because the model aeroplanes were 
amazing, and unless you had seen it with your own eyes you would not believe what some of those pilots could 
make those planes do. We were all in awe of Ido who could make his plane waltz, in time to the music, then go 
surfing through the sky to the tunes of the Beach Boys.

Straight after the Aero Club we had Territory Day. A big crowd of hungry firework viewers turned up and all the 
members plus our friends Roy, Peter, Di and Edith showed uo to help us out. We peeled anbd cut onions and 
cooked sausages and steaks.

And then the Katherine Show was upon us. Once again all the members of our club turned up for duty and stayed 
all day on both days. We would not have managed without our loyal Rotary Friends - thanks to Edith, Roy, Di and 
Shirley. And a very big thank you to our very own Phillipa Walters Bursary recipient Katie Talbot, who also worked 
both days selling the food and drink. But especially a huge thank you to our Rotary Friend Edith Mackie. Edith was 
responsible for the purchasing of allt he food - we appointed her the Food Coordinator.  Top job Edith.

Results from our fundrasing in July:   Katherine Show income $6,480.80; profit $4491.42   Aero club income  $1007; 
profit $672.79   (after aero club pays us for the evening meals)  Territory Day income $789.00 profit $447.76    Total 
profit for the 3 events $5611.97.

PO Box 564, Katherine, NT 0851; www.rotaryclubofkatherine.org.au

Christine cooking up the first batch of chips at the Show.

FRIENDS OF ROTARY
We have just finished catering at the the Aero Club, Tertory Day 
and the Katherine Show. Everone sees the Rotarians work-
ing hard, and our wonderful volunteers who we have dubbed 
Friends of Rotary. But what everyone sees is supported by the 
often unseen heroes ... the people who enable us to do what we 
do best. so here is the Honour Roll:  A huge thank you to:
  *  Edith Mackie, longest serving Friend, always willing to 
help, appointed Food Coordinator 2013, the power behind Bob
  *  Shirley Smith, volunteer for almost every event, cook, the 
pwoer behind Don
  *  Di Leo, volunteer for almost every event, sandwich maker, 
the power behind John
  *  Sue, Margo and Chris Faulkner for the loan of equipment 
and keeping us informed of bargains to be had at Woolies
  *  Chris and Ian Winstanley for providing ice every year for 
all our events
  *  John and Kerrie Alderson of Katherine Fruit and Veg - 
sponsors and always ready to help out
  *  Kevin and Gail South of Macs Hire - very long term spon-
sors and always ready to help out
  *  Patrick and Sue Carmody of Jones Meat Mart - supplies 
us the best steaks in the world at mates rates. 
  *  Roy Smith, volunteer cook, bottle waher and general helper.
  *  Peter Welsh, volunteer cook, bottle washer and general help
  *  Katie Talbot, volunteer food seller and general help
  *  Lee Singe, volunteer food seller and general help



The Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster 
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

    FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

    SECOND. High ethical standards in business 
and professions; the recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of 
each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to 
serve society;

    THIRD. The application of the ideal of service 
in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life;

    FOURTH. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Agenda for the meeting Monday 
July 29th

- Welcome to visitors; Pres talks
- Reports from the events we have 
done in July
-  Events that we will be doing in 
August
 - Discussion re cutting meetings to 
fortnightly instead of weekly
 - Opportunities for our club .. any 
idea welcome

Rotary Club meet 15 July
At the meeting on Monday 15 July almost all the Rotary Club 
members were present - and we also welcomed Katie Talbot 
(Philippa Walters Bursary Award recipient and her mum 
Sandra. Katie told us that the first half of the Bursary paid for 
aa lptop computer for her studies ... and Kate is doing well in 
her physiotherapy course. We welcomed visiting Rotarians 
Tony and Sue Simpson from the Rotary Club of Dalclutha, 
New Zealand; Ian Quade of the Rotary Club of somewhere. 
Ian and his family are non-grey nomads and have been on 
the road for almost 3 years, with their daughter 7 and twins 
3. We also welcomed back for the third time in 3 years Lee 
Singe. She is on her annual migration to the NT to escape the 
southern winter. 
Our guest speaker was Debbie Unwin who told us about her 
No Junk Food project to raise money for Carers Australia.
International toast by Don Smith was the Rotary Club of Algoa 
Bay, South Africa.

Rotary Grace
For good food, good 
fellowship, and the 

opportunity of service 
through Rotary, we 

give thanks.

Debbie Unwin and her family
Debbie and Rotary Katherine will be teaming up on 
Sunday 25 August for the Rotary Hungry Hundred 
Games. We will discuss this at or next meeting - and 
Debbie will be describing it in her webpage - the address 
for this is http://365daynojunk.com/  but it should prove 
to be an exciting day. We will be providing pizzas - Bob is 
going to show off his tossing technique!!  That’s tossing 
pizza dough!!!! What else do you think I mean? And all 
the games at the Park will be used too.



Our goal in 2013-14 is to Engage Rotary, Change Lives. All of us 
know that Rotary has incredible potential to do good work. It's time 
to recognise how much more we could be doing and start working 
on new ways to turn that potential into reality. We're going to do 
this by engaging Rotarians - by getting them involved, by getting 
them inspired and by making sure all Rotarians know just what a 
gift they have in Rotary.

We're going to make sure that the work we do in Rotary is solid, 
effective and sustainable. And we're going to make sure that 
Rotary itself will last - by committing to our goal of 1.3 million 
Rotarians in our clubs by the year 2015.

That goal is a little different from membership goals we've had in 
the past. The goal isn't just bringing in new members. The goal 
is growing Rotary. The goal is making Rotary bigger, not just 
with more members, but with more involved, engaged, motivated 
members who will be the ones to lead us into our future.

Each of us has our own reason for joining Rotary - But I believe we 
all want to make a difference. We all want to be doing something 
meaningful. That is absolutely essential for us to remember when 
we talk about membership.

We're not asking just anyone to join Rotary. We're looking to attract 
busy, successful, motivated people who care. We're asking them to 
take their valuable time and give it to Rotary. So if they say yes, and 
they come and join our club, then we'd better be showing them that 
their time in Rotary is well spent.

We have to make sure that every Rotarian, in every club, has a 
meaningful job - one that makes a real difference to the club and the 
community. Because when you're doing something meaningful in 
Rotary, Rotary is meaningful to you.

In Rotary, we all have something to give. At every stage of our lives 
and our careers, Rotary has something for all of us - a way to let 
us do more, be more and give more. Rotary gives our lives more 
meaning, more purpose and greater satisfaction. And the more we 
give through Rotary, the more Rotary gives back to us in return.

Ron D. Burton
President, Rotary International 

Ron D Burton, President RI Council has changed RI rules for 

Clubs

Effective from 1 July 2013 the RI Council 

is allowing us to make changes to our 

operations: 

-  The club secretary is now always a member 

of the board.

-  A member can serve for at least one 

year before leading as president unless 

our governor says that person has  enough 

experience to lead the club. 

-  We can participate in club projects or other 

events and activities for at least 12 hours in 

each half of the year to receive attendance 

credit.

-  When our age and club years total 85, we 

will be recognized as not having to adhere to 

attendance rules.  (Return to the former 85 

rule.)

-  Our club can now invite people to be club 

members who are no longer employed, are 

active in childcare, or work for their Rotarian 

spouse.

-  If a member wants to transfer to a different 

club, that member has to request a letter 

from their former club stating that they 

have no debts with them.  If the former club 

doesn’t provide this letter within 30 days, the 

new club will assume that the member owes 

nothing and will be free to join that club. 

-  The voting will be made easier - we will get 

one ballot from our governor that includes all 

of our votes.

-  Our clubcan now  select one person to cast 

all of our votes at the conference.

-  Our club can concur with only one 

challenging candidate. 



Council has changed District Rules

Ways Districts can now Strengthen Clubs
1. Decide when a Rotarian who has been in a club for less than a full year would make a great club president 
and can bypass that requirement.
2. Review your clubs’ constitutions and bylaws to help them comply with Rotary’s revised constitutional 
documents from the 2013 Council
Honor the Family of Rotary Leaders
3. As a current RI officer, you and your Rotarian partner are exempt from attendance requirements to honor 
your dedication to Rotary. 
Create a new kind of Club
4. Satellite clubs are potential clubs whose members are also members of the sponsor club.  For the full details 
on how and why to start a satellite club, visit www.Rotary.org.
Increase Membership
5. Your clubs can now invite people to be club members that are no longer employed, are active in childcare, or 
work for their Rotarian spouse.
6. An unlimited number of E-clubs are now allowed in each district.
Increase Rotary Visibility
7. Honorary Members can wear the emblem, badge, or other insignia of RI.
Easier Voting
8. In a ballot-by-mail, provide your clubs one ballot for all of their votes.
9. Clubs select one person to cast all of their votes at your conference.
10. Club may only concur with one challenging candidate. 
Ensure Clear District Succession Planning
11.  Elect one past governor as a vice-governor to replace the governor in case of temporary or permanent inability 
to serve as governor

The trouble with all our events is that we are sooooo busy, we rarely get time to take photographs of ourselves doing the 
work we do so well. As the Editor of this newsletter could I ask if you have any photos that you would like to share ... please 

email them to me at drv4lyf@gmail.com
Below left Bob and Pamela ... slacking off!   Below right - Serving the public

Our next meeting will be on July 29th - this day is bracketed 
by World Hepatitus Day on July 28th and quite fittingly the 
International Day of Friendship on July 30th. Banki Moon 
said “On this International Day of Friendship, let us cultivate 
warm ties that strengthen our common humanity and 
promote the well-being of the human family. “ I couldn’t 
have put it better when I think about our Club!!!!



Upcoming events
The Main Event Katherine 

Festival Saturday August 17th 
4 - 8pm

Venue:  Tick Market - catering 
with our BBQs and mango 
smoothies.

Rotary Big Boot Sale  Sunday 
August 18th 9am -1pm

Venue: Rotary Fun Park catering 
with our BBQs and mango 
smoothies - and for the first time, 
our new donut making machine. 

The Rotary Hundred Day 
Celebration Sunday August 

25th 10-2pm 

Venue:  Rotary Fun Park to raise 
money for Debbie Unwins 365 
days No Junk Food.  We need 
help with cooking and selling 

pizzas, selling drinks and making 
and selling mango smoothies. 

Friends of Rotary Dinner  
Monday September 23rd 730 - 

930pm

Rotary dinner to thank our 
hard-working volunteers who 

we call Friends of Rotary                 
Special Guest District Governor

Current members of Rotary Club of Katherine
Bob Mackie                       0447 796 764  PP; PH 

Don Smith                         89710170        PP; PH

John Leo                            0412 072 635  PP; PH

Col Beach                          0407 7554 462

Christine Sutherland       0407 725 396  PH

Christopher Dixon           0438 808 835

Pamela Dixon                    0418 851 644

Editorial: Communication is the key to our success
As a small club there are two things we absolutely must work on. 
Membership is the first. Without dynamic, effective, cooperative 
and friendly members we will never prosper. And communication is 
the second key ingredient. And both these are blended together - 
you can’t have one without ‘tother.
We all know we need to grow. But how do we grow?  How do we 
attract more members. Our membership has shrunk because of the 
perceived (real or not) lack of cohesion and rivalries that had de-
veloped over the past few years. But that time is over. I believe that 
we are now at an exciting time in the growth of the Club. We are 
down to our smallest number ever in the 35 years of our existence. 
But now is a time to grow. Now is a time to expand, and therefore 
we need that second ingredient - communication. We are bouyant, 
we have exciting things planned for the years to come. 
Communication - we need to get the message out that Rotary is a 
force within the community; Rotary Katherine helps the whole com-
munity, Rotary Katherine offers programs and support to all types 
of people.  To get that message out, lets use what we have - good-
will in the community; our friends and the media. I am going to write 
an article for the Katherine Times on a regular basis and we need 
to get short stories onto 8KTR. To that end - please feed me your 
ideas, suggestions, stories, photos, if fact anything that you think 
may be of interest.

Katie Talbot Friend of Rotary & recipient of the 
Phillipa Walters Bursary Award 2013
This lovely picture shows John Leo, President of the 
Roatary Club of Katherine presenting Kate Talbot 
with a cheque for $1500 being the second half of the 
Phillipa Walters Bursary Award. Katie told us that the 
first instalment was very useful. She bought a laptop 
computer and has used it to conduct her research and 
write assignments.  
Katie earned her Friend of Rotary status by working 
both days at the Rotary stand at the Katherine Show, 
selling steak sandwiches, sausage sandwiches, 
bacon and egg andwiches, hot chips and drinks. 
Well done Katie - know that you are very much 
appreciated.You are a true friend of Rotary.



Friend of Rotary Roy Smith. You would 
think that slaving over a hot BBQ cooking 
onions, steaks, sausages, eggs and bacon 
would justbe a normal part of a Rotarian’s 
lifestyle. But Roy is not a Rotarian. Yet here 
you see him, giving up his holidays and 
working at the BBQ machine every time 
we have an event. We thank him. but we 
thank him even more because Roy is a 
vegetarian, and Jewish. Oy vey!!! So well 
done Roy, we are very grateful for your 
unstinting help - a true Friend of Rotary. 
Thank you.

Programs of Rotary
I found this little booklet whilst cleaning up the stuff that Anne Laugh gave me. It’s called an 
Introduction to Programs of Rotary and I’ll be writing about one of the programs that we may 
consider adopting to our club in the future. But not this edition.

CLUB ACTION PLAN
We wrote our Club Action Plan last week and it will be 
available at the next meeting.
The President’s Vision for this term of office is:
:
Club goals to support and strengthen the club and its 
members
- Foster club innovation and flexibility – we will look into 
holding meetings fortnightly
- Extend our range of service activities to boost public 
profile
- Promote membership diversity
- Improve member retention and recruitment
- Encourage strategic planning at the club level
- Maintain an open budget to facilitate project planning
Club goals to Focus and Increase Humanitarian 
Service
- Help to eradicate polio
- Increase involvement in Rotary Foundation’s six areas 
of focus
- Increase collaboration and connection with other 
organizations
- Create significant projects both locally and 
internationally
Club goals to enhance public image and awareness
- Unify image and brand awareness
- Publicize action orientated service through use of 
website; local media and community notice boards
- Promote core values
 - Emphasize vocational service
- Promote networking opportunities and signature 
activities
Club goals to Provide Timely Advise to members via 
the budget
- Prepare the Annual Budget prior to each changeover 
meeting
- Review the budget and accounts at board meetings 
monthly
 - Keep members informed about fund raising results and 

disbursements on a regular basis
- Link all projects to a fund raising activity or event
- Expect the treasurer to provide an estimated budget 
at the beginning of each financial year or prior to the 
commencement of a project
- All disbursements of funds must be approved by the 
board prior to any announcements

IDEAS CORNER
PUT your thinking caps on Rotarians 
and Friends of Rotary. You will have 
read how we need to be a force to be 
recognised in Katherine. For that to 
happen we need to be hosting a wide 
range of programs and events. We want people to say 
“Yes - that’s a Rotary event - they are always good .. 
let’s go!”. 
Some ideas that have come from talking to various 
members:
The Boot Sale - this is now a goer - first sale August 
18th
Friends of Rotary - great idea and the first dinner is on 
August 22nd
Community partnerships. Great idea to team up with 
another fundraiser - well dopne Pamela and Debbie - 
don’t miss the Rotary Hungry Hundred Days - 100 days 
of no junk food.
Purchase equipment - too long we have relied on 
good friends lending us equipment, or we do without. 
We have been discussing things like purchasing BBQ 
trailers, sweets trailer, jumping castle. Your secretary is 
looking into funding and sponsorships.
Training programs  - Chris and Bob are exploring 
partnerships with RTOs and funding bodies to see if we 
can some pre-vocational training programs started.


