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UPCOMING MEETING: NOVEMBER 17 
President’s Report 
Late again!!!  I try and get this newsletter out by the 

end of the month, but with so much going on in my 

life it is very difficult. I plead teaching at Cooinda, 

65th birthday bash and exciting negotiations with 

JobFind.  

And I am excited to report that after attending the 

recent grant-writing workshop, we have embraced 

the idea of crowd-funding. Roy Smith of Mydea 

Empowerment has put together a crowd-funding 

campaign – see Perk the Park on page 2. 

JobFind Program 
I am pleased to announce a successful neogotiation 

between JobFind Katherine and the Rotary Club of 

Katherine for a 6-month building course. Rotarian 

Bob Mackie will take up to 10 JobFind participants 

over a 6 month period and teach them useful skills 

for the building industry, loosely based around a 

Certificate I in Construction. And in the process the 

participants will help extend the Rotary workshop, 

build a fence, set up a paving factory, and do useful 

jobs around the community. At the end of the course, 

the participants should have the skills and knowledge 

to be employed on a building site as trade assistants 

and/or labourers. 

Bob has enormous experience in this sort of project. 

He has worked on Work for the Dole Schemes 

before, and in 2005 he won national recognition in 

the Prime Minister's Work for the Dole 

Achievement Awards.  

Senator Nigel Scullion said at the time “Bob Mackie 

has brought incredible vision and dedication to the 

work for the dole scheme. Jobseekers have learned 

valuable skills and carried out work, which has made 

Rotary Family Fun Park a well-used asset for the 

wider Katherine community.  I'm told Bob is so 

enthusiastic about the project and the people he 

supervises that there's no trouble getting participants 

to turn up to work because they don't want to let Bob 

down." 

 
I will keep you posted on our progress.  

Rotary is also in negotiation with JobFind to launch a 

program along the lines of the Young Enterprise 

Scheme that has been running successfully in New 

Zealand for the past 10 year.  The Rotary Park is an 

ideal venue and the students would work out ways to 

make the Park become a successful and profitable 

enterprise. It will be run along the lines of a virtual 

enterprise training operation. 

We start the Pre YES program on the 24 November. 

Students will work in teams and learn to set up a 

business for the theory side … and choose and build 

a pedal car/billy kart for the practical aspects of the 

course. At the end they will present their 

achievements via a powerpoint presentation and a 

billy kart/pedal car race. 



Perk the Park 

We are bringing the Rotary Park back to life.  

You all know it, you have seen it, but not many 
people use it these days. It needs to be perked up a 

bit. Perk means to “become or make more cheerful, 

lively or interesting.” 

 

Our aim is to raise $5000. The money that we hope 

to raise will:  

o restore the reticulation,  

o trim the dangerous mahogany tree near Clyde Fenton 

pre-school, 

o  get the road safety centre up and running again,  

o build more games for kids to play with,  

o restore the puttputt golf course 

o refresh the tired toilet facilities 

o ensure the equipment is safe 

It works like this. You watch the video, and if you 

are motivated to donate some money, you pledge it 

online. We won’t take the money from you unless we 

make the target of $5000. For every donation we will 

give you a small token of thanks – each donator 

receive a certificate of appreciation and a limited 

edition Perk the Park pin as well as an invitation to 

the Open Day. Big donations receive bigger thank 

you gifts  

Roy Smith of Mydea Empowerment is putting the 

crowd-funding campaign together for us  

Crowdfunding is the practice of funding a project or 

venture by raising small amounts of money from a 

large number of people, typically via the internet. 

So remember, your pledge may enable us to make 

the Park not just an attraction for us, but an attraction 

to our many visitors as well. 

Please help us to PERK THE PARK. 

NB: If we don’t make the target of $5000, we 

won’t take your money. Your money is a 

pledge. 

Road Safety Centre  
With the donation of $1000 from the Rotary District 

9550, we can finally finish off the Road Safety 

Centre. We had thought about getting some traffic 
lights installed, but the technicalities of purchasing the 

equipment and hooking it all up are proving to be difficult, 

so instead we will install a roundabout, and commission a 

range of signs that will guide our young drivers.  

We will then offer the facility, with road safety 

educational material, to schools and parents and 

other interested parties.  

 

Pedal Car Project 
The pedal car project is taking off. We now have 11 
bare bones racers. Our thanks to the Christian lads 

for assembling them. 

 
 

 

 



You will see these at the Street Party on 4 Dec. Four 

have got their sponsors, so we are looking for more 

sponsors. 

 
The following people / organisations have sponsored 

cars. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

Thanks to Les Smale (Roamin Around Signs) for 

doing the signage. 

 

 
KFS 

Michael Wyatt 

KFS 

Di Wyatt 

 
At the Street Party, let your kids have fun on the 

Rotary RaceTrack. $5 for 10 minutes with a free ice 

cream thrown in is excellent value for money. 

Rotarians will also be selling doughnuts – put the 

sugars back in the blood for the effort expended … 

and cold, refreshing mango smoothies. Funds 

towards the Philippa Walters Bursary Award. 

 
And the kids will love it as well. Best of all, tire them 

out and they will sleep well  

 
Want to sponsor one of these cars?  $250 will cover 

the cost of the cart, the signage, a certificate of 

sponsorship, your name on a sponsors brick at the 

Rotary Park, a sign on the Sponsors Board, 

advertising in this newsletter and on our wesbite!!!  

Interested in sponsoring?  

Contact the secretary of the Rotary Club of Katherine 

at secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com or 0438 808 

835. 

 



Philippa Walters Bursary Award 
We give away $3000 to a student heading to 

University. To date, we have had no 

applications for 2015. 

This award was set up in honour of Philippa Walters, 

wife of ex Rotarian Brian Walters. The scholarship 

aims to assist students planning to study full-time at a 

university in 2015.  Many students experience 

difficulty with the costs of living and studying.  This 

scholarship can assist those who anticipate they 

would experience financial difficulty arising from 

having limited income (e.g. relying on Centrelink 

benefits, caring for others, high medical costs, etc). 

We raise the money for this award over the course of 

the year, and give it to the student that qualifies for 

the award. 

$1500 is given at the beginning of the year, with a 

further $1500 given mid year. 

If you, or anyone you know is interested, please ask 

them to contact the secretary for the documents – 

secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com  

Rotary in Katherine 
All members of the Rotary Club of Katherine extend a 

warm welcome to you. 

Belonging to a worthwhile organisation, which 

enables us to serve the community locally and 

internationally and build friendships amongst our 

members, is a privilege which all members of the 

Rotary Club of Katherine value. 

Rotary acknowledges no distinction of race, religion, 

nation or political persuasion. All Rotarians are equal 

members of one fellowship. 

Our Club was chartered in 1977 and has continued to 

be involved in many exciting and rewarding projects.  

Our major fundraising efforts include the Katherine 

Races, Territory Day, WOW Conference, Katherine 

Show and the Triple Zero Show. The jewel in our 

crown is the Rotary Family Fun Park near Clyde 

Fenton School. 

We have donated money to Frontier Services, 

Golden Globe, Fire Services, YMCA, Legacy; Variety 

Club, Kintore Street School; Year 12 Katherine 

students going to university, Katherine Hospital, St 

John’s Ambulance and many local families.  

We support international projects in Nepal, 

Wheelchairs for Kids and Polio Eradication. In 2014 

our focus is directed to the Katherine Cancer 

Working Group. 

As a Rotarian, our fellow members accept that each 

of us will serve diligently in our club, our vocation and 

in the cause of international understanding, goodwill 

and peace. In return Rotary offers rich rewards of 

friendship and fulfilment to those who offer their own 

friendship and service. 

Want to receive a regular newsletter by email or 

you DON’T want to receive this newsletter – then 

please send a request to the Newsletter 

secretary: secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com 

Meetings:  

Next meeting:  November 17th. Treasurer’s birthday. 

 

Hire the Park 
Anyone can hire the Park. And use the facilities. Fully 

enclosed for family entertainment. Pizza ovens, 

BBQs, pirate ship and fort, 18 hold mini golf, giant 

chess, drafts and mallet pool, snakes and ladders 

and use of the new pedal cars. 

$5 a head, $100 deposit (to cover breakages). Fully 

refundable.  Parties (25+) contact for party price. 

Phone:  8971 0333 or 8971 0170 or 0447 796 764 

Email: secretaryrotarykatherine@gmail.com  


